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College is the most significant investment of 
a student’s life – but they don’t always get 
what they want most.

Students want career planning assistance, but they 
don’t always seek it out – and schools can’t always 
reach them through traditional communications 
channels. Finding creative ways to connect with 
students where they are, online and on campus, will 
help boost participation for career services.

1/3 But more than one-third fail to connect with 
their school’s career center for help with:
• Career counseling    • Internships    • Interviewing skills

median annual cost of attending 
college after financial aid (estimate)

$15,116

Based on a national online survey of 1,100 current U.S. four-year college 
students ages 18-24, 1,583 parents of current U.S. four-year college 
students and 772 parents whose child graduated from a U.S. four-year 
college between 2011 and 2015. Survey was conducted April 28-May 5, 
2016, by Barnes & Noble College.

Acquisition of 
job-specific knowledge 
and skills is important.
#3 FACTOR IN SELECTING COLLEGE

THE VALUE OF COLLEGE

PRIORITIZING CAREER PREP: 
ALL TALK. NO ACTION?




